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The Aqua satellite travels along the dashed line marking the center of scan. When that center point reaches its maximum latitude, the ascending half orbit
(green dots) ends, and a new descending half orbit (orange) starts. All orbits will be split at this same latitude, all the ascending orbits will reach the same
maximum latitude, and all the descending orbits will reach a different (and higher) maximum latitude. This creates "pole holes" with different radii. The
South Pole is similar, except that ascending and descending are swapped.

Find Data

Search NSIDC Data
NASA Earthdata Search
IceBridge Portal

Data Collections List

Stay Current

Arctic Sea Ice News and Analysis

Sea Ice Index (Passive microwave satellite data)
MASIE (Daily sea ice extent, multi-source)
Greenland Today

Newsroom


https://nsidc.org/data/data-search.html
https://search.earthdata.nasa.gov/
https://nsidc.org/icebridge/portal/
https://nsidc.org/data/collections.html
https://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/
https://nsidc.org/data/seaice_index/
https://nsidc.org/data/masie/index.html
https://nsidc.org/greenland-today/
https://nsidc.org/news/newsroom
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